
Unleashing the Promise of Evidence-Based Decision-Making:
The Power of the “3 Cs”



Overview

•Background

•The 3 Cs: Coordination, Communication, Capacity Building

•Wrap-Up and Conclusion
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The 3 Cs
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Coordination Communication Capacity Building

C C C



What is the federal statistical system?
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What is the Evidence Act?
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• Evidence-based policymaking requires 
systematic planning

• Effective federal data asset use requires 
high-quality data governance (including 
Open Data planning)

• Better evidence building requires 
agencies to safely expand access to 
protected data

Title 1: Federal Evidence-Building Activities

Title 2: OPEN Government Data Act

Title 3: Confidential Information Protection 
and Statistical Efficiency Act (CIPSEA)



What is the data and evidence ecosystem?
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C Coordination
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Spotlight: Standard Application Process

First-of-its-kind application process streamlines access to confidential microdata

Coordination



Coordination
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Spotlight: Federal Statistical Research Data Centers

Partners with 7 federal agencies to provide secure data access to approved 
researchers conducting statistical evidence building
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Spotlight: Harmonized GDP Perspectives

Concurrent releases tell the economic story better

Coordination
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Spotlight: Private Data Sources

Private datasets enhance official statistics: Commerce uses 175+ private data sources

Coordination



C Communication
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Spotlight: Stakeholder Engagement

Outreach surfaces user needs and ideas for improvement

Communication

Advisory Committees Customer MeetingsWorkshops
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Spotlight: Internet and Multimedia Tools

A hidden statistic is a useless statistic:
Diverse communications channels maximize reach

Communication
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Spotlight: State Data Centers

Empowers local data users with understandable, accurate, and timely information

Communication



C Capacity Building
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Spotlight: Measures of Economic Well-Being and Growth

Open-source tools offer far-reaching benefits:
Efficiency, flexibility, transparency, collaboration, and more!

Capacity Building
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Spotlight: Community Resilience Estimates

Uses multiple data sources to create efficiency, flexible, and transparent tools

Capacity Building
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Spotlight: Census Bureau Center of Excellence

Provides services and expertise to support evidence building 
across the federal government

Capacity Building

Evidence-building measurements to
 inform decisions
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Spotlight: The Path to a National Secure Data Service

A shared service to fill gaps across the data and evidence ecosystem

Capacity Building

2017 2018 20222020 2021



The Power of the 3 Cs
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Coordination Communication Capacity Building

C C C
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