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What are FSRDCs?
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• Partnerships between federal 
agencies, research 
institutions, researchers

• Provide access to restricted 
microdata for research

• Findings benefit agencies, 
researchers and organizations, 
public

• 33 secure, networked 
locations

• Universities or Federal Reserve 
Banks; virtual access



FSRDC Geographic Coverage
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FSRDC Program Reach
• Collaborations between local institutional partners
• 125+ academic and non-profit research organizations 

members
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Atlanta Federal Reserve Bank
Auburn University
Clemson University
Emory University
Georgia Institute of 
Technology
Georgia State University
Tulane University
University of Alabama-
Birmingham
University of Georgia
University of South Carolina
University of Tennessee
Vanderbilt University

Atlanta FSRDC Partner 
Institutions (Example):

https://www.census.gov/about/adrm/fsrdc/locations/atlanta.html


Spectrum of Statistical Products
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Agency specific 
confidential microdata

Simple, 
public use 
products

FSRDCs represent 
one end of the data 
dissemination 
spectrum



Data Highlights
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People and 
programs

Employment 
and earnings Economic Housing Health

Examples of survey 
data

Survey of Earned 
Doctorates

Current 
Population Survey Economic Census American Housing 

Survey
National Health 
Interview Survey

Examples of 
administrative data SSA Numident

Longitudinal 
Employer 
Household

Historic IRS 
1040 tax filings

Moving to 
Opportunity 
database

Medicare/
Medicaid 
Enrollment



Program Status and Transparent Use of 
the Network
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• 570+ active projects
• 1200+ active researchers
• Project Metadata and 

outputs made publicly 
available

• Standard Application Process 
via researchdatagov.org
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Claudia Goldin

Ben Hyman

FSRDC Research Successes
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Awarded Nobel Prize in 
Economics in 2023
“The Expanding Gender 
Earnings Gap: Evidence 
from the LEHD-2000 
Census” (2017)
Harvard University 
Professor

Early 
career

Later career
Three FSRDC projects
“Wage Insurance for 
Displaced Workers” 
(2024)
Research Economist at 
the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York



FSRDC Research Published in Highly 
Cited Journals
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Distribution of FSRDC and All Economic Articles by 
Journal Citation Intensity

88% of economics articles published in the 
top quartile of economics journals (versus 41%)

23% of economics articles published in the top 
five economics journals (versus 1%)

45% of economics articles published in the top 
20 economics journals (versus 2%)

Journal rankings based on the SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) Indicator for 
Economics, Econometrics, and Finance. 

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?area=2000
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?area=2000


Challenge: Expand Equitable Access
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Expand user-base beyond Research-
1 institutions

Be a resource for:
• Minority Serving Institutions
• Non-R1 universities 
• State and local governments
• Non-profit institutions

Level the playing field so qualified 
users are equally capable of utilizing 
FSRDCs



Efforts to Expand Equitable Access
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Thank You!
michael.castro@census.gov
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